Mission Area One: Resource Protection

Heritage Asset Partnership

The Heritage Assets Partnership is a standing
committee that supports responsible stewardship of
the Department’s heritage assets. These assets are
of historical, natural, cultural, educational or artistic
significance, and are expected to be preserved
indefinitely. To accomplish that goal, the HAP has
helped DOI develop language in the DOI Asset
Management Plan for heritage assets, ensuring that
the assets are appropriately integrated into the Plan.

Through the HAP, Bureau heritage assets managers
develop common strategies and agreements to
strengthen management, preservation and care of
these irreplaceable resources that memorialize our
Nation’s past.

The photo here is one of Interior’s assets: the
Lookout Studio, built in 1914 by the great American
southwestern architect Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter,
who designed it to harmonize with its setting in the
Grand Canyon.

management. Several of the recipients are now
rehabilitating historic structures and simultaneously
restoring or interpreting the habitat around them.

In some cases, the Refuge System rehabilitates a
historic structure for use as lodging for visitors or
for administrative offices. This approach complies
with legal mandates to protect these structures
and also provides visitor services and reductions

in rent costs.

Indian Affairs remains unable to report the
condition of its historic structures, as the funding
for this activity is minimal. The drop in costs is due
to NPS allocating approximately $90 million less in
FY 2007 commensurate with what is needed for the
type of projects planned in the coming years.
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Collaborative Action and
Dispute Resolution
Resolving the St. Croix River
Crossing Controversy

The Stillwater Lift Bridge, built in 1931, spans the
St. Croix National Scenic River and connects
Stillwater, Minnesota, to northwestern Wisconsin.
The lift bridge is heavily traveled by residents and
visitors. Its deteriorating condition, due to its age,
caused concern about its safety.

Federal and State transportation agencies decided

to remove the bridge and build a new one. However,
a permit was not granted as NPS had determined that
the project would have a direct and adverse effect on
outstanding scenic and recreational values.

In 2001, a group was formed that included
representatives from Federal, State and local
governments, as well as representatives of local
citizen groups, environmental groups, historic
preservation groups and local chambers of
commerce. These parties held facilitated discussions
to craft a solution that would satisfy transportation and
environmental interests, as well as local concerns.
The solution preserved a historic site and also
mitigated impact on wildlife. The parties reached
agreement in 2007 to keep the original lift bridge as
a pedestrian and bicycle crossing, and to construct a
new bridge for vehicular traffic.
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GOAL: Improve the understanding of National ecosystems and resources through integrated

interdisciplinary assessment

Representative Strategic Plan Measure: Percent of targeted science products that are used
by partners for land or resource management decisionmaking
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The U.S. Geological Survey supports both increased
understanding and informed decisionmaking through
science. USGS produces scientific assessments
and information on the quality and quantity of our
Nation’s water resources, as well as providing
geographic, geospatial, and natural resource data,
and conducts multipurpose natural science research.
USGS products include water resources monitoring
and research, geologic landscapes and coastal
assessments; geographic research; land remote
sensing; geospatial data; biological research and
monitoring programs; and information management
and delivery programs. USGS expertise is used in
interagency ecosystem initiatives across the United
States. Actual performance continues to meet
expectations. Costs are indicative of the number and
relative size of studies undertaken by USGS in the
related disciplines.

In 2007, USGS redirected funding to support the
Healthy Lands Initiative with a focus on The Green

River Basin in Wyoming, one of the areas with the
largest onshore natural gas reserves in the country.
USGS, BLM, and FWS, along with the U.S. Forest
Service, Wyoming Game and Fish Department,
and the Wyoming Department of Agriculture,

joined forces to tackle the issues at this complex
wildlife-energy interface. USGS brings its portfolio
of science expertise to help decisionmakers build
and implement adaptive management solutions.
USGS hosted a science workshop with over

35 organizations working together to develop a
science plan. In 2008, USGS will implement short-
term activities to meet immediate needs, as well

as longer term research, and will develop tools,
models and data management systems to store,
retrieve, manage, and use the information collected
in developing adaptive management. Our goal is to
ensure the long-term viability and sustainability of
wildlife and habitats in energy development areas.
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Salt in the River of Grass
Understanding Everglades Salinity for
Ecosystem Recovery

The interplay of freshwater and saltwater in Florida’s
Everglades is key to the habitats of creatures from
American alligators to spiny lobsters to oysters.
USGS scientists in the Ecosystem History of South
Florida’s Estuaries Project are involved in an effort
to understand the dynamics of salinity in the South
Florida Everglades, with an eye toward ecosystem
recovery. Working closely with colleagues from
Federal, State, and local agencies on the Southern
Estuaries subteam of RECOVER (REstoration
COordination and VERification), the team has
established performance measures and targets

for restoration—critical factors used in making and
validating management decisions regarding the
region. RECOVER is part of the Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan “responsible for linking
science and the tools of science to set system-wide
planning, evaluation and assessment tasks.”

This photo shows core collection in the southwest
coastal area of Everglades National Park.
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Preserve America

The Preserve America Initiative began in March
2003. The Preserve America Executive Order,
which supports the National Historic Preservation
Act, recommits the Federal government to historic
preservation and encourages Federal agencies to
care for heritage assets in Federal stewardship.
Interior serves in a leadership role with the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation.

In addition, the Initiative aims to increase awareness
of cultural and natural heritage assets and build
support for integrating these historic treasures into
contemporary community life. Preserve America
celebrates the history of each community in the
country.

The principal components of Preserve America
include:

¢ Preserve America Community designation
program, which recognizes communities that
celebrate and protect their heritage, use their
historic assets for economic development and
community revitalization, and encourage people
to experience and appreciate historic resources
through educational and heritage tourism
efforts.

4 Preserve America Presidential Awards, started
in 2004, have recognized four outstanding
efforts annually to preserve and share heritage
assets.

¢ Preserve America Grants, administered by
the NPS, provide funding on a matching
basis to help communities develop resource
management strategies and sound business
practices for continued preservation and use of
heritage assets.

To date, there are over 500 designated Preserve
America Communities in all 50 states, and almost
$10 million has been awarded to nearly 140 projects
throughout the country. For more information, please
visit <www.preserveamerica.gov>





